
Japan Exchange Programs 

Application Instructions 
 
Selection Criteria 

 

Students who are interested in studying in the year-long 

exchange program at either the University of Miyazaki 

or the University of Hyogo should demonstrate the 

following: 

 

A strong interest in studying Japanese language and 

culture; 

 

A high level of past academic performance and success 

in interdisciplinary coursework; 

 

An ability to pursue and fulfill intellectual curiosity in a 

setting that requires self-motivation and self-discipline.  

This applies to all studies, including a self-designed 

project of inquiry; 

 

An ability to comport yourself with maturity, 

responsibility, and sensitivity, even in stressful 

circumstances; 

 

An ability to assume leadership roles within the overseas 

community and to understand your role as a 

representative of Evergreen and the US; 

 

Some experience in learning Japanese is beneficial, but 

not required at the time of application.  However, 

selected students are required to have studied Japanese 

for at least two quarters before their departure. 

 

Program Dates and Structure 

 

Application Deadline:   Feb 3, 2014 

 

U of  Miyazaki Start Date:   Oct 1, 2014 

U of  Miyazaki End Date:  Sep 1, 2015 

 

U of  Hyogo Start Date:   Apr 1, 2015 

U of  Hyogo End Date:  Mar 31, 2016 

 

Start and end dates are estimates.  Actual dates will vary 

according to calendar and individual circumstances.  

Students are expected to participate from the beginning 

to the end of the program, unless special arrangements 

have been made. 

 

Students arrange their Japan Exchange Program study 

through an Evergreen Independent Learning Contract 

with an Evergreen faculty sponsor and pay Evergreen 

tuition and fees for each quarter of study. 

 

Students must be prepared to pay for travel, housing, 

meals and incidental costs, but do not pay tuition to the 

Japanese university.  Some scholarships may be 

available, but are not guaranteed. 

 

Each quarter’s contract will be set up as follows: 

Language Study    8 credits 

Cultural Study    4 credits 

Project of Inquiry    4 credits 

Total:                16 credits 

 

Application Materials – Phase One 

 

1. Complete and legible Application Form 

 

2. Statement of Purpose (max 2 pages) that addresses: 

    a. your reasons for choosing this program 

    b. the benefits to your academic and career goals 

    c. how you are academically prepared thus far 

    d. maturity, responsibility, sensitivity, and  

        leadership qualities as described above. 

    e. your proposal for a feasible project of inquiry 

    f. your preference, if any, for one university or  

         the other, and why. 

 

3.  Transcripts from: 

     Evergreen, official version 

     Other colleges, must be official, unopened 

 

4.  Two Faculty Recommendation Forms,  

     preferably from Evergreen faculty, but one may  

     be from an outside source 

 

5.  One Recommendation by Japanese Language  

     Faculty Form, only if you’ve studied Japanese  

     before. 

 

6.  One past academic writing sample, preferably on  

     some aspect of Japanese culture, but other topics  

     are acceptable.  NO creative writing samples! 

 

7.  Copy of valid passport, or copy of application  

     for passport.  Must be valid 6 months beyond your  

     expected end date.  

 

8.  A personal interview may be requested. 

 

Submit all materials to the Coordinator of International 

Programs, Academic Advising, Library 2153, by the 

above deadline. 

 
For more info: www.evergreen.edu/studyabroad  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.evergreen.edu/studyabroad


Phase II - Recommended Students 

University of Miyazaki 

 

Please submit the following documents by Mar 1, 2014 

so we can meet the University of Miyazaki’s deadlines:  

 

1. Application Form for the Exchange Program 

This is a one-page form in English, very simple. 

 

2. Application for Special Student 

This is a one-page form in Japanese, also simple.  A 

sample is available.  

 

3. Enrollment Verification Letter 

Request an official, certified letter from Registration & 

Records that verifies your full-time enrolled status at 

Evergreen.  It usually lists each quarter you have been 

enrolled.  

 

4. Transcripts 

Be sure that you have submitted your official Evergreen 

transcript and any other official college transcripts, if you 

haven’t done so already.  The Coordinator will mark 

parts of the transcripts that demonstrate your studies in 

Japanese culture and language.  

 

5. Birth Certificate 

A photocopy of your birth certificate is fine. It does not 

have to be a certified copy.  

 

6. Passport ID Pages 

Be sure that you have submitted a copy of the ID pages 

of your passport, if you haven’t done so already.  

 

7. Four Photos 

Get photos at Photoland in the Library.  Cut to 4.5cm X 

3.5 cm, upper body, full faced, uncapped.  Use the 

template provided.  Write your name and nationality 

lightly on the back of each photo.  

 

8. Medical Form 

Arrange a check up with the Health Center or your 

doctor.  Have the doctor complete the Medical Form.  

Some test results may take a week to get back.  We 

suggest you schedule this in advance of submitting your 

overall application, due to the short turn-around time 

between learning of your acceptance and the Phase II due 

date.  

 

9. Financial Statement Form 

This is in English.  You must provide evidence that you 

have adequate funds to support your living expenses in 

Japan.  This may be a bank statement, a copy of your 

financial aid award, a letter from a parent’s employer, 

etc.  This form is NOT required if you are recommended 

for and receive the Monbusho Scholarship.  

 

10. Curriculum Vitae 

Prepare a one or two-page CV, listing in narrative form a 

history of your educational experiences.  Samples are 

available through Career Development.  Only for the 

student NOT recommended for the scholarship.  

 

11. Monbusho Scholarship Application Form (2012) 

This is in Japanese and English.  4 pages, complete per 

the example provided.  ONLY for the student 

recommended to receive the scholarship.  

 

12. Letter of Recommendation 

The Coordinator of International Programs will prepare 

this letter addressed to the president of UM, based on the 

academic and personal history of the student. On letter 

head. 

 

Phase III – Recommended Students 

University of Miyazaki 

 

1. Outside Scholarships 

You may not receive a Monbusho scholarship, so be sure 

to apply for any additional scholarships you can by their 

deadlines.  Bridging Scholarships for Study in Japan, 

Benjamin Gilman Scholarships, Freeman Asia and more. 

 

2. Monbusho Scholarship Applicant Results 

We usually learn of the award or denial of the 

scholarship around the second week of July.  If 

successful, the student must complete a Pledge Form to 

be returned to UM.  If denied, the student must provide 

the Financial Statement Form described in #9 above.  

 

3. Certificates of Eligibility 

By September, students receive Certificates of Eligibility 

from Japan that allow them to apply for their Student 

Visas at the Japanese Consulate in Seattle.  In person or 

by mail. Be sure to bring the Certificate with you to 

Japan as well.  It’s part of your immigration paperwork.  

 

4. Plane Reservations and Arrival 

We consult with UM on the best day to arrive.  

Sometimes the Friday before classes begin; sometimes 

the Monday of the first week.  Try to arrive in Miyazaki 

during standard working hours, so that staff do not have 

to use personal time to meet you.  Try to arrange to 

arrive with your Evergreen classmate at the same time. 

Prof Tsutsumi recommends Ms. Suzuki at Sankei Travel 

for flight plans. Phone number is 206-728-7130.  

Weekday flights are often cheaper. 

 

5. Evergreen Administrative Procedures 

Be sure to consult with the Coordinator of International 

Programs to ensure you have taken care of your 

Evergreen obligations, such as: Individual Learning 

Contract, Faculty Sponsor, Registration, Tuition 

Payment, Travel Waiver, Pre-Departure Meetings, Japan 

Exchange Program Covenants, clearing any holds from 

your account, etc.  

 

 

 

 



Phase II – Recommended Students 

University of Hyogo 

 

Please submit the following documents by Oct 15, 2014 

so we can meet the University of Hyogo’s deadlines:  

 

1.  Application for Special Auditor Student 

This is a two-page form in Japanese and English.  A 

sample is available.  Print clearly and neatly! 

 

2. Application for Certificate of Eligibility 

This is a four-page form in Japanese and English, needed 

to prepare the Certificate of Eligibility, a document 

needed to apply for a student visa at the consulate in 

Seattle.  Print clearly and neatly! 

 

3. Transcripts 

Be sure that you have submitted your official Evergreen 

transcript and any other official college transcripts, if you 

haven’t done so already.   

 

4. Passport ID Pages 

Be sure that you have submitted a copy of the ID pages 

of your passport, if you haven’t done so already.  

 

5. Four Photos 

Get passport photos at Photoland in the Library.  Upper 

body, full faced, uncapped.  We will trim them to fit on 

application forms. Write your name and nationality 

lightly on the back of each photo, after it has been 

trimmed to size.  

 

6. Financial Statement Form 

This is a two-page form in Japanese and English.  You 

must provide evidence that you have adequate funds to 

support your living expenses in Japan.  This may be a 

bank statement, a copy of your financial aid award, a 

letter from a parent’s employer, etc.   

 

7. Letter of Recommendation 

The Coordinator of International Programs will prepare a 

letter recommending you as the next Evergreen exchange 

student, directed to the VP and Director of the Center for 

International Relations.  On letter head.  

 

8. Scholarship Application for HUMAP 

This is a three-page form in Japanese and English needed 

to apply for the scholarship.   Requires some writing in 

Japanese kanji, hiragana, katakana.  

 

9. Scholarship Application for JASSO 

This is a one-page form in Japanese and English needed 

to apply for the scholarship.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phase III – Recommended Students 

University of Hyogo 

 

1. Outside Scholarships 

You may not receive a HUMAP or JASSO scholarship, 

so be sure to apply for any additional scholarships you 

can by their deadlines.  Bridging Scholarships for Study 

in Japan, Benjamin Gilman Scholarships, Freeman Asia, 

and more. 

 

2. Certificates of Eligibility and Admisssion 

By mid-February, students receive Certificates of 

Eligibility and Admission from Japan that allow them to 

apply for their Student Visas at the Japanese Consulate in 

Seattle.  In person or by mail. Two photos will be needed 

for this. Be sure to bring the Certificate with you to 

Japan as well.  It’s part of your immigration paperwork.   

 

3. Plane Reservations and Arrival 

We consult with UH on the best day to arrive.  

Sometimes the Friday before classes begin; sometimes 

the Monday of the first week.  Try to arrive in Kobe 

during standard working hours, so that staff do not have 

to use personal time to meet you.  Try to arrange to 

arrive with your Evergreen classmate at the same time. 

Various arrangements have occurred over the years.  We 

recommend using Sankei Travel in Seattle for flight 

plans.  Prof Tsutsumi has used them over many years and 

they offer good rates. Contact: Ms. Suzuki at Sankei 

Travel. Phone number is 206-728-7130.  Weekday 

flights are often cheaper. 

  

4. Evergreen Administrative Procedures 

Be sure to consult with the Coordinator of International 

Programs to ensure you have taken care of your 

Evergreen obligations, such as: Individual Learning 

Contract, Faculty Sponsor, Registration, Tuition 

Payment, Travel Waiver, Pre-Departure Meetings, Japan 

Exchange Program Covenants, clearing any holds from 

your account, etc.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


